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Who we are

The Black Education Strategy Roundtable 
is an informal advisory group convened by 
the Commission on African American Affairs.  
The goal of the group is to participate in and 
respond to the Washington Learns process and 
to advocate for new policies and programs 
to improve educational attainment among 
Black learners at all levels of education in 
Washington State.  Members include:

• Black academicians and researchers who 
specialize in multi-cultural education

• Business leaders and political leaders in the 
Black community

• Representatives from a wide range of 
community-based organizations, civil rights 
advocacy organizations, and churches

• Educators, school administrators, concerned 
parents, and other advocates who care 
about the education of Black children

• Members and/or staff of the Commission on 
African American Affairs and other advisory 
councils, commissions, and boards in state 
government and academia

The Roundtable and its participating 
organizations convened four events with 
total attendance of more than 250 people 
between May 6 and July 12, 2006.  These 
events involved the African American 
community in a conversation about education 
reform and engaged the Washington Learns 
process.  This document summarizes what we 
have learned.

What the Black
Community wants

• A statewide strategic plan to close the racial “opportunity and achievement gap,” so 

that all students in the P-20 education system can meet state standards by 2014

• A public/private partnership to fund and operate local family engagement and 

empowerment activities and/or “capacity-building” institutes that equip parents/

family/guardians to be effective “first teachers” and education advocates for their 

children

• A public/private partnership to fund and operate more community-based, 

supplemental education for Black youth in math and reading, including before- 

and after-school tutoring, Saturday schools, and summer academies

• A statewide school funding and policy package that increases funding for schools 

AND fundamentally redesigns the school day, week, year, classroom setting, 

curriculum, and pedagogy practices around the needs and learning styles of 

students who are not meeting state standards

What we believe

• An “achievement gap” and an “opportunity gap” exist for Black students.  Both must be 
addressed to ensure that our youth are competitive in the global economy.

• The Black community must actively create/support community-based efforts to motivate our 
youth, restore their hope, and instill a respect for learning.

• Since research has proved that parents/family/guardians are key players in educating children, 
we must invest a much larger share of education funding to help them perform well in their 
roles as “first teachers” and education advocates.

• Any statewide education reform effort must expressly speak to the racial divide in 
achievement and opportunity and make investments needed to bridge it.

• Black children can learn and we know the methods that bolster their achievement in the 
classroom.  These methods work for any child, so using these methods to close the gap 
for Black children will raise achievement for all children. 

• The same old actions have generated the same old results.  It’s time for bold new actions 
to generate new outcomes for Black youth in public education.



Our Views on
Washington Learns

Regarding education reform, we want the 
same things that Gov. Chris Gregoire listed 
as her desired outcomes of the Washington 
Learns process:

• A bold statement about the future of 
education

• A compelling vision for our education 
system that is seamless, world class, and 
learner focused 

• Systemic change that results in a system 
that is accountable and that raises 
educational attainment

If and when these 

objectives are met, Black 

students should benefit 

– especially if their 

needs are addressed 

specifically in the final 

reform package. 

Why We Must Act Now
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